Hover Chamber Choir
Armenia

Known as always open to new ideas and forms, Hover Chamber Choir of Armenia was founded in 1992 by a choir director Sona Hovhannisyan and a group of music theory and conducting students at Komitas National Conservatory in Yerevan. Hover represents Armenia and Armenian music, garnering awards and acclaim for its musical prowess. In 1997, Hover Choir made an award winning appearance at the international polyphonic choral music festival, held in Arezzo, Italy. In 1999 the choir won an award at the international choir festival in Tours, France. In 2000, at the First International Choir Olympiad in Linz, Austria, out of 300 choirs from 60 countries, Hover won a gold medal. In 2003 the choir made a landmark tour of Great Britain, giving concerts in Glasgow, Edinburgh, Cambridge and London. In 2006 Hover gave 12 concerts in France within the “Days of Armenia” program and in 2007 the tour over Germany covered 13 concerts. The same year Hover twice appeared in Poland at the festival “Gaudemater” in May and Creative Communities Church XI Christian Culture Festival “Logos” in November. In May 2010 Hover was invited by Valery Gergiev to participate the IX Moscow Easter Festival with 4 concerts. In November 2010 Hover Chamber Choir made impressive appearances at one of the most prestigious choral festival Polyfollia, in Normany, and made a unique concert with virtuoso tabla performer Trilok Gurtu at the Eglise St. Eustache in Paris. 
Hover’s repertoire is rich and diverse, including over 200 Armenian, European and American classical, sacred, folk and contemporary works. Hover has also premiered a number of major, innovative compositions. Hover has appeared with the Armenian State Philharmonic Orchestra, Serenade Chamber Orchestra and sung under the baton of many internationally acclaimed conductors, such as John Nelson and Olli Mustonen.  

In 1998, Hover premiered the German composer Ludwig Basil’s choral setting of the prayers of St. Gregory of Narek. The choir has issued two CDs on the Boston-based Pomegranate Music label: Armenian Voices (2002, featuring 21 Armenian and European choral works) and Six Fables (2003, Stepan Babatorosyan’s choral setting of medieval Armenian fabulist Vardan Aygektsi tales) as a theatrical performance, which won the Armenian Music Award 2004. In 2005 Hover issued The Way, a recording of Armenian sacred music on the VEM Records label. Same year the choir released a DVD version of Vardan Aygektsi’s fables with a performance staged by director Artur Manukyan. This staging was hailed for its innovative choral genre, blending movement, mime and song. 

In April 2006 a long anticipated Patarag. Armenian Divine Liturgy double CD album was released in Germany due to support from the “Flora Family Foundation”, USA. Nearly 1000 copies of this album were distributed free of charge at leading and regional universities, music schools, conservatories, libraries, international organizations, information resource centers and churches worldwide. The message of this action is to spread information about Armenian sacred music, history, people and Hover Chamber Choir. This particular edition boasts a 48-page booklet with a complete textual content of the liturgy in Armenian and English languages. 

At the end of 2007 “Armenian Folk Music” album was released in Germany and promoted by the Kultur Aktiv e.V. 
Hover Chamber Choir successfully performed works by Krzysztof Penderecki, Rodion Shchedrin, Sofia Gubajdulina, Gia Kancheli other prominent contemporary composers strengthening its reputation as one of the most versatile and skilful choirs of Armenia. The choir is a constant participant of Yerevan Perspectives International Music Festival.  

In January 2009 Hover Chamber Choir was awarded with the state status. In May 2009 Hover Chamber Choir premiered another theatrical choral performance, “The Parallel” (music by Anna Azizyan), commissioned by the Ministry of Culture of Armenia for the choir. The performance was highly praised and as result awarded with Armenian National Music Award in March 2010. In September 2010 Sona Hovhannisyan was honored with Meritorious Worker of Art title in recognition and appreciation of her contributions to Armenian choral art. 
Hover’s nuanced timbre and fresh approach to choral art has won high praise from music lovers and critics in Armenia, Italy, France, Austria, Russia, Germany, Poland and Great Britain. Its unique style and energy has captivated audiences and become a standard for Armenian musical excellence.
